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from their boat, and saw the Indian women all adorned with
beautiful pearls, as well round their necks as round their
arms; yet they were not prized by their possessors, who
regarded them only as slight feminine ornaments; so that
merely for an earthenware plate, a broken one, that a sailor
gave to an Indian woman, she gave him four rows of her
pearls. "With these he returned on board all joyous and
rich, shewing his pearls to every body. The alrnirante was
delighted beyond everything, and addressing all the ship's
crew he said to them: " We have reached the richest coun-
try in the world I" He then approached the land, and
entered the river of Oumand,
The natives seeing such large and well-constructed vessels
as the caravels, and astonished at the bearded faces, talked
among themselves as to what sort of beings these could be,
whether from above or from the water ?    Then, in the best
way they could explain by signs, they sent to entreat that
the almirante would consent to come on shore and shew
himself to their chief, who wished very much to see him.
Columbus hearing this, although they made every sign of
friendship, was loath to come on shore lest there should be
some deceit.  The Indians perceiving that they were afraid of
landing, went in numbers to the caravels, and gave them-
selves up to the captain, openly shewing a pure and cordial
friendship towards what seemed to them both new and of
superhuman creation.    In looking at the ship, they won-
dered at the cables, at the anchors, and at all the rigging.
Before going away (having very much caressed them) they
had knives, looking-glasses, gingles, little bells, and other
things of small value, given to them.    The almirante dili-
gently inquiring, as well as he was able, where they found
those beautiful pearls, and they by signs shewing the shores
of Culagita, where they fished for them.    Columbus made
several Spaniards land, and the cacique received the party
with much pleasure into his house, gave them to eat and to